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Lifelong Learning Is Coming
to East Oakland!

T h e E a s t O a k l a n d C o m m u n i t y L i b r a r y a t 8 1 s t A v e n u e w i l l a l s o s e r v e a s t h e s c h oo l
l i b r a r y f o r t w o s m a l l p u b l i c e l e m e n t a r y s c h oo l s . P i c t u r e d : ( l e f t ) C o n s t r u c t i o n s i t e
on the school campus, December 2008; (right) January 2010. [ Oakland Public Library ]

Fund Raising Campaign
Reaches 90% of $3 Million Goal
$2,705,000 Raised!

We have chosen
East Oakland as

Two Challenge
Grants Received

the place to realize

Anonymous Foundation: $1,000,000

our vision of the

Kresge Foundation: $325,000

Oakland Public

The two challenge grants will be
donated only if the Oakland Public
Library reaches the $3 million goal
by June 30, 2010.
As of Fall 2009, $1,380,000 in
pledges, gifts and grants has been
received from generous donors.
$295,000 in additional pledges,
gifts and grants must be raised by
June 30, 2010.

Library of the
future. It is in East
Oakland where
we will begin our
transformation.
Carmen Martinez,
Oakland Public Library Director

$3 Million GOAL
$295,000 Amount to Raise
$325,000 Kresge Challenge Grant
$1,000,000 Anonymous Foundation
Challenge Grant
$1,380,000 Donations as of Fall 2009

You Can Help!
You will soon receive an invitation
to join the donors who have already
contributed $1,380,000 for books,
equipment, and furnishings for the
new library.

Success is Within Reach
Your generous
pledge or gift will:
o Help stock the bookshelves
with books, CDs, and DVDs
for the library’s Opening Day
Collection
o Count toward the two extraordinary Challenge Grants
o Be matched by $5 from the
two foundations for every $1
you pledge or donate
o Help secure the two Challenge
Grants by June 30, 2010 and
reach the $3 million goal!
To learn more, visit www.fopl.org
or call (510) 238-6932.

All donors will be
recognized in a special
publication. Two
plaques on the library
walls will honor
donors of $25,000 and
over and $1,000 to
$24,999.
New Library Opening
The new library is under construction and anticipated to open
during the summer. A Grand Opening event for donors, officials,
the schools and the entire community is being planned for Fall
2010 when the children return to school.

81st Avenue Branch
Green
from the
Ground
Up
Article by
Tracy Baxter

W

ith its 21,000 square
feet of informational resources, meeting space,
computer labs and more, the new
branch at 81st Avenue will clearly
be a major boon to the East Oakland
community. But the branch will also
deliver important benefits that will
extend far beyond neighborhood
boundaries.
The 81st Avenue branch is being
constructed with the environment
in mind. According to some experts,
buildings account for 40% of the
nation’s carbon footprint. Green
building reduces harmful impacts
through efficient use of energy,

water, and materials, and improved
indoor air quality.
In 2005, the Oakland City Council
unanimously adopted a Civic Green
Building Ordinance requiring that all
major municipal building projects
meet certain standards set by the
U.S. Green Building Council.Builders must, at minimum, shoot for
the Silver, a designation in USGBC’s
Leadership in Energy and Environmental rating system that certifies
the project’s use of environmentally
sustainable techniques and materials.
continued on page 3
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Spotlight
on Library Programs and Partnerships:
		 Children’s Services
Article and photos by
Oakland Public Library
Children’s Services Staff

I

n the Library The Lawrence

Hall of Science introduced its new
kit, Check Out Science, at a spooky
and educational Wizard’s Lab in the
Main Library in October. Interactive
kits on four science themes are now
available for checkout in the Children’s Room at the Main Library.

I

n the Schools Children’s
librarians from the Oakland Public
Library provide literacy materials
and library information at the Oakland Parents Literacy Project’s Family
Reading Nights at public elementary
schools throughout Oakland.

I

n the Community The

Oakland Public Library trains
volunteer storyreaders to perform a
weekly storytime at a Head Start, day
care, or preschool. Books for Wider
Horizons volunteers read to 1,500
preschoolers in Oakland each week,
creating a love for reading everywhere.

Green from the Ground Up
continued from page 2

Does eco-building cost more than
conventional construction? Not
necessarily, says Calvin Hao, project
manager for Oakland’s Community
and Economic Development Agency,
Capital Improvement program.
“When municipalities first started
going green,” he says, “all the professionals involved saw additional costs.
But as people get comfortable with
meeting green standards, the price
goes down. Plus, in the long term
there are operations savings, such as
utilities and maintenance costs.”
Learn more about the green features of the 81st Avenue branch at
www.fopl.org.

81st Avenue Branch Design Highlights
Water Efficiency All plumbing fixtures, including toilets, urinals and
lavatories will use at minimum 20% less water than conventional fixtures.
Drought-tolerant native plantings will sip rather than gulp water.
Energy Efficiency “Location, location, location” is not just a mantra
for realtors; it’s also a principle for green architects. By carefully setting
the building’s orientation and form, these eco-planners are bringing natural sunlight to 95% of the public areas, significantly reducing energy costs.
And when funding is available, solar panels will be added to the roof.
Materials and Resources At least 50% of the wood used to build
the library will be from sustainably managed forests. Also, flooring made
of rubber, cork and 100% recycled content carpet tiles will keep feet
firmly planted on earth-friendly materials, as will restroom tiles made from
recycled auto glass.
[ Symbols from U.S. Green Building Council www.usgbc.org ]
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{ Great news about the state-of-the-art 81st Avenue branch library inside! }
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“Early literacy provides the foundation required for
academic achievement and is perhaps the most
significant component in our effort to ensure that
every OUSD student graduates prepared for college
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partnerships needed to strengthen education in
Oakland and build a stronger future for our city.”
Tony Smith, Oakland Unified School
District Superintendent

